Fisheries and Oceans Canada April 12, 2010

2010-2011 TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH (TAC) AND HARVESTIN G
PLAN FOR THE SPRING INSHORE HERRING FISHERY IN THE
SOUTHERN GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE (HERRING FISHING AREA S
16A-16G)

MONCTON - Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) has annothee@010-2011 spring and fall
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) and the Harvesting Ptanthe spring inshore herring fishery in the
southern Gulf of St. Lawrence. The decision onTTAE levels is based on the results of the
Regional Advisory Process held by DFO Science orc8-10, 2010, as well as on consultations
with industry representatives following this megtin

For the spring fishery, according to abundancecetdrs, the current adult biomass is estimated at
28,100 t, above the limit reference point (LRP2&f000 t, but below the upper stock reference
(USR) of 54,000 t. When the spawning stock bionmbglow the USR, a harvesting strategy
compliant with the precautionary approach woulducedthe exploitation rate to promote stock
growth to above the USR. DFO has set the 201@8atd spring TAC at 2,000 tonnes. This
decision takes into account advice from industrgneantain a minimal catch level, while continuing
to ensure stock rebuilding. This catch scenampoagents a 62% probability of a 5% increase in
biomass for the spring spawning component at tbdeo€2011. This TAC is accompanied with a
harvesting strategy and management measures atmerdaining catches below 2,000 t to
promote rebuilding, as well as measures to prajeaivning in many areas of the southern Gulf.

The Department also wishes to inform industry thatbait fishery will continue to be the priority
market for the 2010-2011 spring fisheries. As sifdishing activities are directed on other
markets, further management actions could be takerder to reduce these activities. DFO is very
preoccupied with the status of the spring spawnomgponent, and will continue efforts with
industry to rebuild the spring herring component.

For the fall herring fishery, given that the abumcindicators show that the biomass appears stable
and at a high level, the TAC will remain at 65,@06r 2010 and 2011, the same level as 2009.

Monitoring of bait landings will continue in 201@21. Licence holders who wish to fish under the
authority of a bait licence will have to requeshditions of licence from the local licensing segvic
center. As detailed in the conditions of licerua} licence holders will be required to maintailog
of catches and report these catches. The fausalimit logs for licence holders who request
conditions mayisqualify the licence holder from obtaining a Igfmackerel bait licence in the
next fishing seasonSpawning beds which are closed to commerciairfigstvill also be closed by
licence condition to bait fishing.

The small fish protocol applicable to the purseedishery will be reviewed by an industry working
group.

The sharing of the quota remains unchanged for-201Q.: 76.83% for the inshore fleet and 23.17%
for large seiners.



Spring and Fall Quota in the 2010-2011 herring fisbry (t) as per traditional sharing

FLEET SPRING FALL
Inshore fleet Areas 16A-G 1,521 49,440
Inshore fleet in Area 17 16 650
Gulf large seiners 463 14.910
TOTAL 2,000 65,000

2010-2011 Inshore fleet quota distribution (in tones) in HFAs 16A to 16G

SPRING FALL
QUOTA (Area 16A-G) 1,521 49,440
QUOTA (Area 17) 16 650
TOTAL INSHORE QUOTA
(Areas 16A-G and 17) 1,537 50,090
Reserve (initially distributed) 0 1,787
Remaining reserve ** 762 93
TOTAL RESERVE 762 1,880

Basic allocation with no initial
distribution of reserve

Basic allocation with no initial
distribution of reserve

16A 4 136

16B 71 23,503

16C 130 8,692 (C & E)

16D 22 325

16E 454 see above

16F 7 8,508

16G 9 8,508
16A-G (June 1 — 30) 62 N/A

** Remaining reserve after initial distribution. For more details on inshore quota distribution rules please
refer to Annexes | and II.

Following consultations with fleet representativibg, 2009 spring inshore management measures for
each Herring Fishing Area (HFAs) will be continded2010-2011. The fall inshore management
measures for each HFA and for the herring purseediet will be announced at a later date.

For more information on the management of the hgtishery, see the Gulf Region Herring Fishery
Information Website atttp://www.glf.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fam-gpa/herring-haréndex-e.php
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2010-2011 Management measures

Spring inshore gillnet fishery

A Dockside Monitoring Program (DMP) with 100 % dsde verification will be required in
all HFAs except 16A and 16D, where a Catch Momigfrogram (CMP) with 100% radio
hail and 25% verification at dockside as well daggbook will be in place. The DMP
companies will have to provide, on a daily basi®KD, the amount of herring landed/hailed
per fisher.

Weekly landing limits of 10,206 kg will be implented in all HFAs except 16A and 16D,
where landings are minimal.

Spawning areas will be closed in all HFAs excep 46d 16F (see Charts 1 to 6).

No nets or herring will be allowed to be on boauding a fishing trip between 18:00 and
04:00 every day in all HFAs except 16B (due to tsafensiderations), where no nets or
herring will be allowed to be on board during diing trip between 22:00 and 03:00 every
day, and 16D, where no nets or herring will bevadid to be on board during a fishing trip
between 21:30 and 04:00 every day.

Landings are counted against the quota in thewvaneae the fish is landed when the said area
is open. Landings are counted against the qudtseiadjacent area when the fish is landed
in a closed area.

Other management measures are outlined in Table 1.
Bait fishery

Bait licences are issued upon request to fishershahd a licence for a species and gear that

requires bait. Since 2003, herring and macken¢libances have been combined to facilitate

enforcement work by fishery officers. With the Haience, a fisher may only fish for their own
use up to a maximum of 50 fathoms of gillnets.

Monitoring of bait landings will be continued in 20-2011. As detailed in the conditions of
licence, bait licence holders will be required taimain a log of catches and report these
catches.

The minimum mesh size will be 57.1 mm from Jandaty June 30 and 66.7 mm (63.5 mm in

16A) from July 1 to December 31. In 2010-2011, rtreximum quantity of herring or mackerel
or the combination of both species a fisher is @gechto catch and retain at any time is 907 kg
in total.

While fishing under the authority of a commerciahing, mackerel or gaspareau licence, bait
licences are not valid. Furthermore, a fisher ocafish under the authority of a bait licence in
the same calendar day that they have landed hemagkerel or gaspareau under the authority
of a commercial licence. It is strictly forbiddensell any species of fish caught under the
authority of a bait licence.



TABLE 1

SPRING INSHORE MANAGEMENT MEASURES BY HFA — 2010-2011

Quota Period Net (size / mesh depth Weekend Trip
Fishing Area Dockside Monitoring Program length) Closures Limit
(DMP) or Catch Monitoring
Program (CMP)
A CMP - declaration of 100% of catchg 57 1mm min /
16A — lle Verte through the radio and dockside 4 April 1 to May 31 ’ None No Limit
o . 100 meshes / 375 fath.
verification for 75% of landings
16B — Baie des 57 1mm min / Weekly limit of
Chaleurs (fixed 71 April 6 to May 31 ’ None 10,206 kg
100 meshes / 300 fath.
gear) DMP (22,250 Ib)
Up to 22.75% (16 t) Weekly limit of
Small Seiners of 16B spring April 6 to May 31 N/A None 10,206 kg
allocation (22,250 Ibs)
57 1mm min / 12:00 (noon) Friday] ~ WeeKkly limit of
16 C- Escuminac| DMP 130 April 26 to May 31 ’ to 12:00 (noon) 10,206 kg
125 meshes / 343 fath
. Saturday (22,250 Ib)
CMP - Well-keeping of a logbook,
16D — Magdalen | declaration of 100% of catches . 57.1mm min / -
Islands through the radio and dockside 22 April 12 to May 31 125 meshes / 200 fath. None No Limit
verification for 75% of landings
16E — Western .

- : 12:00 (noon) Friday|  Weekly limit of
Zg'éizuégrfﬁ;tﬁm DMP 454 April 26 to May 31 1255;'813?2‘3 Tg:é o | 1012:00 (noon) 10,206 kg
GNS ' Saturday (22,250 Ibs)

: 12:00 (nhoon)
16F — Pictou DMP 7 April 26 to May 31 15057'1?”‘ r/"'lgé ot | Sunday to 12:00 No Limit
meshes ath. (noon) Monday
— Fi g ; 12:00 (noon) Friday| ~ WeeKkly limit of
é‘zﬁk Fishermen's ;o 9 April 26 to May 31 |, >T T r/”é% | 1012:00 (noon) 10,206 kg
' Saturday (22,250 Ibs)
16A-G As per individual areas (above) 62 June dure 30 As per individual areas None As per individual

(above)

areas (above)




CHART 1

Closure of the commercial inshore herring fishery & northeast PEI

"'MAGD ISLAM

A -46°25'00" N 63°06'00" W
B - 46°33'00" N 63°06°00" W
C -46°35'00" N 61°47°00" W
D - 46°27'00" N 61°43°00" W
E-46°23'30" N 61°50'45" W
F-46°26"55" N 61°58'256" W

s

Note: Those point references are based on the geaslesstem North American Datum 1927
(NAD27)



CHART 2

Closure of the commercial fishery in a portion of HFA 16E near Cape Egmont

| Navigational BUSY

1. 46° 24' 17'' — 64° 8' 01'
2. 46° 24' 07'' — 64° 8' 23'
3. 46° 24' 06'' — 64° 8' 04'

Mote: Those ;;oi_nt references are based on the geodesic
system North American Datum 1983 (NADS3)




CHART 3

Exclusion zone in the Grande-Entrée Channel in HFA6D

The exclusion zone in the Grande-Entrée Chanrasfised as the portion of Herring Fishery
Area 16D inside a line drawn from:

47°32'30" N - 61° 32' 39" W
47°31'16" N - 61° 34' 26" W
47°31'40" N - 61° 35'48" W
47° 33'26" N - 61° 35' 48" W
47° 33'31" N - 61° 35'48" W
47° 34' 00" N - 61° 35' 48" W
47° 34"39" N - 61° 32' 46" W
47°34'37" N - 61° 32' 43" W
. 47°34'06" N -61° 33' 00" W
0. 47°33'31"N-61°33'27"W
1. 47°33'25"N-61°33'43"W

RPROONOORWNE

Note: Those point references are based on the geaglestem North American Datum 1927
(NAD27)



CHART 4

Closure of the spring commercial fishery on spawnig beds in New Mills, Carleton and
St-Omer in HFA 16B (Grey zones)

: g U 2 1.47° 58" 53" N ; 66° 14" 02"

k. = - 2 o 2.48° 00" 41" N ; 66° 12" 00"
22 g e, ; Taggy O 3.47° 59" 00" N ; 66° 07" 04"
4.47° 57" 14" N ; 66° 06" 37"

SEEE

5.48° 09' 37" N ; 66° 00" 10" W
6.48° 08' 27" N ; 65° 58' 34" W
7.48° 07" 29" N ; 66° 00" 27" W
8.48°08' 09" N ; 66° 01" 41" W

1.48° 06' 25" N ; 66° 11' 49" W
2.48° 0559" N ; 66° 11' 43" W
3.48°05'43" N ; 66° 13'"17" W
- 4.48° 06" 24" N; 66° 13" 24" W

Note: These point references are based on the gieaestem North American Datum 1983
(NADS83)
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CHART 5

Closure of the spring commercial fishery on a spawng bed near Point Escuminac
(N.B.) in HFA 16C (Grey zones)

1.47° 04' 05" N ; 64° 50" 00"
2.47°07' 01" N ; 64° 50' 00"
3.47°07' 01" N ; 64° 45' 32"
4.47° 01' 15" N ; 64° 45' 32"
5.47°00'30" N ; 684° 50" 00"

Note: These point references are based on the gie®lstem North American Datum 1983
(NADB83)
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CHART 6

Closure of the spring commercial fishery on a spawing bed near Cape Jourimain (N.B.)
in HFA 16E (Grey zones)

Note: These point references are based on the gieaestem North American Datum 1983
(NADB83)
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ANNEX I - SPRING INSHORE FISHERY

Rules for the 2010-2011 sharing plan

1. Each HFA will maintain its existing quota sharete end of the sharing plan.

2. Establishment of a 762 t reserve taken by remofiyt from the top of the total inshore quota befdistribution to HFAS
according to actual shares and by removing 8 h@HFA 16A, 235 t of the HFA 16C, 85 t of the HFB, 20 t of the HFA
16F and 14 t of the HFA 16G allocations (Bringihgge HFA's to their 2007 catch level).

3. All HFAs will have access to the reserve when thasic allocation has been caught before June 1st.

4. On June 1, uncaught area quotas and remaining/eeaes transferred to the June 1-30 quota. SgastinJune 1, any fisher
may fish against the HFA 16A-G, June 1-30 quota.

5. The spring inshore fishery will be closed if théatanshore quota is caught.
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SPRING - SHARE SCENARIO BASED ON ESTABLISHEMENT OF A RESERVE / PRINTEMPS - SENARIO DE PARTAGE SELON
L'ETABLISSEMENT D'UNE RESERVE

(2010-2011 REFERENCE FIXED GEAR QUOTA / QUOTA D’ENGINS FIXES DE REFERENCE DE 2010-2011 = 1,537 t) TAC 2,000

Quota based on

Quota after
deduction from
HFA 16A, C, D,

CURRENT current shares / F, G/ Alloiz?ilgn/ Rules for accessing the reserve /
HFA / ZPH SHARE / PART Contingent Contingent - Régles pour accés a la réserve
. . Allocation de
ACTUELLE basées sur les aprés la b (762 t)
. ; ase
parts actuelles déduction des
ZPH 16A, C, D,
F, G
16A 1.03% 12 4 4 Total catches prior to May 31 no higher than original share (12 t) /
Prises totales avant le 31 mai pas plus élevées que la part originale (12 t)
16B 6.36% 71 71 71 50 t increments to the level of 2007 catches (471 t) /
Allocations de 50 t jusqu'au niveau des prises de 2007 (471 t)
16C 32.60% 365 130 130 50 t increments to the level of original share (365 t) /
Allocations de 50 t jusqu'au niveau de la part originale (365 t)
16D 9.54% 107 22 22 50 t increments to the level of original share (107 t) /
Allocations de 50 t jusqu'au niveau de la part originale (107 t)
16E 40.56% 454 454 454 50 t increments to the level of 2007 catches (815 t) /
Allocations de 50 t jusqu'au niveau des prises de 2007 (815 t)
16F 2.39% 27 7 7 Total catches prior to May 31 no higher than original share (27 t) /
Prises totales avant le 31 mai pas plus élevées que la part originale (27 t)
16G 2.01% 23 9 9 Total catches prior to May 31 no higher than original share (23 t) /
Prises totales avant le 31 mai pas plus élevées que la part originale (23 t)
16A-G (1-30 5.50% 62 62 62 100% of remaining reserve and unused area allocations after June 1/
JUNE/JUIN) 100% du restant de la réserve et des allocations non-utilisées au ler juin
17 16 16 16 final /
finale
TOTAL 100% 1,137 775 775
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ANNEX Il - FALL INSHORE FISHERY
Rules for the 2010-2011 sharing plan

1. Each HFA will maintain its existing quota sharete end of the sharing plan.

2. Establishment of a 1,880 t reserve consisting &6 @ the HFA 16A allocation, 80% of the HFA 16Daalation and 50% of
the HFA 17* allocation. (*HFA 17 will provide 50%f its allocation on a risk management basis tpkuihe reserve)

3. A 1,787t (95%) portion of the reserve will be ially allocated to HFA 16C&E (893 t or 50%), HFAR§447 t or 25%) and
HFA 16G (447 t or 25%).

4. The initial reserve distribution will be evaluatgearly to take in consideration any conservatiomceons.

5. Upon request, HFAs 16A and 16D will receive blookd0% of their yearly allocation from the remaigi3 t (5%) reserve
when their allocation has been caught prior to A1@3.

6. HFA 16 B will receive any remaining reserve on Asig?9.
7. The fishery in HFA 16C&E, 16F and 16G will be cldsence the allocation for the year (basic alloggtizas been caught.

8. The fishery in HFA 16A, 16B and 16D will be closetien their basic allocation is caught and if theaming reserve has
been exhausted.

9. The fall inshore fishery will be closed when th&atanshore quota has been caught.

10.If the allocation for HFA 16A or 16D proves insuiént due to an apparent increase in abundancscémario will have to be
revised.
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SHARE SCENARIO BASED ON ESTABLISHEMENT OF A RESERVE / SCENARIO DE PARTAGE SELON L'ETABLISSEMENT
D'UNE RESERVE
(2010-2011 REFERENCE INSHORE TAC / TPA COTIER DE REFERENCE de 2010-2011 = 50,090 t)

Quota after

Quota based deduction from Initial
on 2010-2011 HFA 16A, 16D disribution of
CURRENT SHARE allocation / and 17/ 95% of the Basic allocation Rules for disributing the remaining 93 t (5%) reser  ve /
HFA / ZPH [ PART Contingent Contingent reserve / / Allocation de Reales pour distribgué la réserve ge 931 (53/) rest  ante
ACTUELLE basées sur apres la Distribution base gesp °.
l'allocation de déduction des initiale de 95%
2010-2011 ZPH 16A, 16D et de la réserve
17
Allocation in blocks of 10% of HFA allocation (14 t) /
16A 0.79% 390 136 136 Allocations en blocs de 10% de I'allocation initiale (14 t)
Remaining reserve allocated on August 29 /
16B 47.54% 23,503 23,503 23,503 Restant de la réserve distribué le 29 aodt
final /
16C&E 15.77% 7,799 7,799 893 8,692 finale
Allocation in blocks of 10% of HFA allocation (33 t) /
16D 3.29% 1,626 325 325 Allocations en blocs de 10% de l'allocation initiale (33 t)
final /
16F 16.30% 8,061 8,061 447 8,508 finale
final /
16G 16.30% 8,061 8,061 447 8,508 finale
final /
17 650 650 650 finale
TOTAL 100% 50,090 48,535 1,787 50,322
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